
New Ash Green Teaching and Learning Policy 

Our Beliefs about teaching and learning 

Our Curriculum Values underpin our approach to teaching and learning: 

 Curiosity 

 Inspiration  

 Resilience 

 Independence 

 Challenge 

 Self-motivation 

Purpose of the policy 

To ensure all stakeholders know how we approach teaching and learning at New Ash Green Primary 

School and that there is a consistent approach. 

Aims of the policy 

- To embed a shared understanding of expectations for learning and teaching ensuring 

consistency across the school.  

- To ensure the consistent and accelerated progress for all children.  

- To promote the values of the school.  

- To provide a framework upon which teaching and learning can be effectively monitored and 

evaluated. 

What are important aspects of good teaching and learning? 

Relationships 

- Well- being; all adults build positive relationships with the children, parents and school 

community to ensure children are best supported to learn. 

Learning behaviour 

 Children are actively engaged and encouraged to lead their own learning. Children and adults 
demonstrate mutual respect and positivity. 

 Children take pride in their work and how they present it. 

 Children are able to say what they are learning. 

 Children are aware of the learning outcome and the steps to success for each lesson. 

 Children are encouraged to take risks and develop a growth mind set. 

 Children are rewarded for effort and resilience when they are faced with a challenge. 

 As confidence builds and concepts are mastered children are able to apply their learning 
independently. 

 Questions encourage critical thinking skills and metacognitive thinking. 

 Children initiate questions, lead discussions and respond to questions from the teacher and 
each other. 

 Children assess each other’s work and feedback their observations. 

 Children reflect on their learning through self/ peer evaluation, what they did well and next 
steps. 

 Children respond in orange pen to verbal and written dialogue with their teacher to move 
their learning on. 

 Children in KS1 use an orange pen to edit their writing. 



 Once learning is embedded children apply what they have learnt to different contexts. 

 Children also take up opportunities to learn through a wealth of extra-curricular activities on 
offer before, during and after school. 
 

The Learning environment and organisation 

The learning environment will be managed in such a way as to facilitate different styles of learning. 

Opportunities will be made for 

 whole class teaching; 

 group work, organised according to appropriate criteria (i.e. ability, mixed ability, friendship, 
etc.); 

 one to one teaching; 

 conferencing; 

 collaborative learning in pairs or groups; 

 independent learning. 

All areas of the learning environment will be planned for, including, where appropriate, the outside 
areas, in order to ensure opportunities for a range of practical activities, which will develop 
appropriate knowledge, skills and understanding. 

The classroom will be organised to facilitate learning and the development of independence. For 
example: 

 resources in each area will be grouped according to curriculum subject; 
 book corners will be comfortable and attractive; 
 labels and posters should be used wherever possible/appropriate to reflect the language diversity in 

the school; 
 areas for imaginative play will change regularly, in order to give opportunities for a range of play and 

role-play which will contribute to learning in a purposeful manner; 
 pupils will be involved in the maintenance and care of all equipment and resources; 
 ensure it is accessible for all. 

 

Classrooms provide a stimulating and purposeful learning environment, including thought provoking 
and inspiring displays.    

 All adults think carefully how to display work following our display policy. 

 All adults consider the best seating arrangements for their children.  

 During English and maths lessons, children are seated in ability for the majority of sessions. 

 

Planning 

- All adults understand the intent for teaching each subject, use the subject progression in 

skills, knowledge planners and school planning format. 

- Children are asked for input into planning to ensure a needs led approach e.g. at the start of a 

topic, end of a session. 



- Plans are adapted by the class teacher to ensure they build on and link to prior learning.  

- A clear sequence in planning and progression evidenced in long term, medium term plans and 

weekly plans. 

- Planning is flexible and is modified in relation to the needs of the children. 

- Ongoing assessment for learning is used to inform planning. 

- Each lesson has a clear WALT. Success criteria is used following the progression in feedback 

policy and used when relevant. 

- Class teachers plan to use quality resources. 

- Lessons are evaluated on the weekly plans. 

Beyond the classroom 

- Every class visits the school library every week for a reading for pleasure session 

- Every class regularly visits the public library in New Ash Green. 

- School trips are planned to further enrich the classroom learning. A class will go off site once 

a year. In Years 5 and 6 the teachers plan residential trips. 

- Immersion sessions are planned for; these have a clear purpose e.g. Viking Day 

- Teachers arrange for visitors to come into the school to further enrich classroom learning e.g. 

dentist, Kic theatre 

- Adults monitor the well being of all children and request support from the nurture team if 

further intervention is needed e.g. learning mentor, Well Being Team, counselling 

-  The school has extensive grounds and all adults plan for activities to utilise the area and 

further enrich the curriculum 

- Community and Church  - visits from Vicar, Carol Service in the church, links with the Co-op – 

raising money for school, Spring Hat Parade, May Queen at Village Day, Attendance at village 

Memorial Day, Singing at the local organisations 

- PE and healthy schools – each class takes part in the daily mile. There is a separate action 

plan, which outlines how we are encouraging our pupils to be active and keep healthy. 

Home learning 

Home Learning is considered to be a valuable element of the learning process. We set home learning 
tasks to encourage parents to work with their children at home. In KS2, the Learning project gives 
parents and pupils a choice of different learning projects to work on and pupils home learning is 
rewarded and celebrated. In KS1, the learning together projects are linked to the termly topic.  In the 
foundation stage, parents are encouraged to share home learning on Tapestry as well as via the 
Learning Together book. Additionally, more formal activities may be set by the teacher depending on 
the needs of the children. See homework policy. 

 

Effective strategies to support teaching and learning 

- Use of adults -   teachers carefully plan for how adults support and facilitate learning in the 

classroom. All adults receive plans in advance and give feedback on progress made by 

children. Teaching assistants use post its to annotate progress within a session 

- Differentiation - so that we always have the highest possible expectations of individual 

learners and so they can demonstrate what they can do, understand and achieve, teachers 

will differentiate the curriculum according to individual needs by: Pace, content, task, 

resources, extension, outcome, teacher/adult support. 



Differentiated tasks will be detailed in weekly planning. Learning objectives will be specified 

for all differentiated teaching and reference will be made in weekly plans. 

- Differentiated input – teachers plan for sessions that use differentiated input on a regular 

basis e.g. in a maths session HA may be set off on a task whilst the teacher delivers input to 

MA and LA 

- What do you already know?  - teachers involve children in planning at the beginning of topics 

across the curriculum 

- Questions – carefully targeted questions are used throughout all lessons to develop children’s 

learning. Children are encouraged to ask questions. 

- Use of resources – resources are carefully selected to support the learning. Teachers 

recognise the importance of using manipulatives in maths across the school for all abilities. 

- Modelling – all adults regularly model the learning process for the children e.g. modelled 

writing, modelling expectations for behaviour 

- Opportunities for reasoning – children have daily opportunities to reason in maths alongside a 

weekly focused reasoning session in maths. 

- Mind the gap – following effective assessment of learning, children may be part of a mind the 

gap session to close the gap in their learning e.g. small group session in afternoon to follow 

up a misconception in maths 

- Growth mindset 

Resources  

Classroom and central resources are the responsibility of classroom teachers and subject leaders who 
ensure that: 

 there is a range of appropriate, accessible and labelled resources available for which pupils can 
select materials suitable to the task in hand; 

 all children know where classroom resources are kept and the rules about their access and use; 
 children are encouraged to act independently in choosing, collecting and returning resources where 

appropriate; 
 the library is a valued resource and used appropriately; 
 children work together to establish an attractive, welcoming and well organised environment 

engendering respect, care and value for all resources. 

Each classroom will be equipped with a basic set of resources and books appropriate to the age 
range. Specialist resources will be stored in the appropriate curriculum resource cupboard/area, and 
will be regularly audited by the subject leaders. Consumables will be replenished as necessary. Staff 
may contact subject leaders with suggestions for specialist materials which may need ordering. 

 


