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Introduction   
 

At New Ash Green Primary School, we recognise that Geography is a knowledge and skills-based 

curriculum area. The National Curriculum for Geography states that ‘a high-quality Geography 

education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that 

remain with them for the rest of their lives.’ 

 

With this in mind, we use the Kapow Geography scheme of work as the basis of our Geography 

programme. This scheme of work is designed to be a spiral curriculum with the key following principles 

in mind: 

• Cyclical: Pupils return to the same disciplinary and substantive concepts during their time 

in primary school. 

• Increasing depth: Each time a concept is revisited, it is covered with greater complexity. 

• Prior knowledge: Upon returning to each concept, prior knowledge is utilised so children 

can build on previous foundations, rather than starting again. 

 

Geography knowledge and skills are developed across all year groups using the following key strands. 

There is often an overlapping of these strands and the concepts within them do not exist in isolation 

from each other: 

• Locational knowledge – an understanding of locational knowledge helps pupils to develop 
their sense of place and identity, develop an appreciation of distance and scale and learn 
about the orientation of the world . 

• Place knowledge – builds on locational knowledge and enables pupils to not only locate a 
physical area but also attach meaning to the ‘place’ and draw on comparisons with a known 
or familiar place. 

• Human and physical Geography – allow pupils to understand the processes that shape the 
world they live in. They can then describe and explain different environments and 
understand how human and physical processes interact and coexist. 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork – provide pupils with the opportunity to learn and 
interpret maps, globes and atlases and studying these spatial representations supports their 
development of a sense of place. 

Breadth of study 

The Kapow scheme of work enables all pupils to think and work like geographers from the very 
beginning of their learning journey. Within the Early Years Foundation Stage, Geography is included 
as part of the Understanding the World area of learning, observing their environment and building 
initial vocabulary. During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate the local area and consider a contrasting 
climate and environment. Whilst in Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and 
environments within the United Kingdom and abroad. They make links between different places in 
the world and carry out a geographical enquiry to consider the human processes that affect different 
places. Quality first teaching ensures that links between subjects are maximised, including history, 
science, computing and maths. 
 
 



 

Planning 
 

Long term planning 

There is a long-term plan that is available to all member of staff on Microsoft Teams. This plan has 

been carefully created to ensure coverage and progression within each year group and provides  some 

flexibility to be taught in different orders within each phase. 

Medium term planning 

Every term, each year group will produce a medium-term plan that covers the Geography learning 

that is to take place. The lesson objectives and content are to stay the same to ensure that progression 

is maintained through the curriculum. Activities can be altered to fit the needs of the class.  

Short term planning 

Class teachers are to complete their Foundation Plan to ensure that Geography is taught weekly when 

appropriate. This document will contain what the learning intention and activities are.  

 

Parental Involvement 

We encourage parents to be involved by: 

• Inviting them into school twice yearly to discuss the progress of their child. 

• Inviting parents to come into school to look at their child’s books once a year. 

• Providing parents with a termly newsletter which includes information about their child’s 
Geography learning.  

• Providing parents with a yearly report of their child’s achievements.    
 

Inclusion 

At New Ash Green Primary School, we recognise that pupils attend school with a varying range of need 

and abilities. Teachers ensure a variety of methods to support the needs of the children in their class. 

We strive to ensure that pupils who have SEND can participate in lessons, providing additional 

targeted support and thus allowing them to reach their full potential. We are also acutely aware of 

the need to challenge those who are more able. This is done during the weekly planning by 

differentiating activities to suit the needs of the learner. 

Assessment 

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is a continuous process.  

Short term 

Teaching and support staff make ongoing assessments of children through making observations during 

teacher led input and child led tasks, facilitating and listening to discussions, asking questions and 

regular marking of work in accordance with the school’s marking policy.   

Medium term 

At the end of a unit of work, pupils complete a multiple-choice quiz that is designed to gauge their 

understanding of the knowledge and skills taught. This looks slightly different dependant on the key 

stage and the level of independence of the individual. 

 



 

Long term 

At the end of the year, parents receive feedback on how their child has progressed through the subject 

when they receive their school report. This report will state whether a child is working towards the 

expected standard, at the expected standard or at the exceeding standard.  

 

Resources and display 

Across the school, members of staff are encouraged to make use of both physical artefacts and digital 

resources, especially when teaching mapwork skills. We firmly believe that such resources allow the 

subject to come alive for pupils and enriches their experiences and skills as a geographer. Every class 

has a humanities display that is changed termly to coincide with their topic.  

 

Fieldwork / visits 

As a school, we recognise the importance of outdoor learning. Due to this, each year classes take part 

in a fieldwork study, at a suitable learning site, that links to their classroom learning. There should be 

the opportunity for pupils to answer an enquiry-based question using the following skills: observing, 

measuring, recording and presenting. 

 

Role of subject leader 

• To lead in the development of Geography throughout the school. 

• To monitor the planning, teaching and learning of Geography throughout the school. 

• To provide teachers with support in the teaching of Geography.  

• To monitor and maintain high quality resources. 

• To keep up to date with new developments in Geography. 

• To build relationships within the local community for future fieldtrip possibilities. 


